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City of Detroit Applicants

Liquor license applicants in the City of Detroit must obtain pre-approval from the Liquor License Unit of the Detroit 
Police Department. This pre-approval requires the coordination of several city departments. This fact sheet describes 
that process.

Requirement:

Detroit ordinances require the approval of various city departments before licenses can be issued. Because there are 
currently no new on-premises or Specially Designated Distributor (SDD) licenses available, this applies only to 
applicants for new on-premise resort* licenses; or those who wish to transfer location of an existing license.

Applying for City of Detroit Approval:

1. Determine the location of the establishment for which a liquor license is desired. 
  
2. Go to the Liquor License Unit of the Detroit Police Department at 7310 Woodward Avenue, Detroit. (313) 596-1954. 
  
3. Request forms required for approvals of various city departments. The Liquor License Unit will prepare the forms and  
    refer you to the various departments for investigation and approval. 
  
4. Once required approvals have been obtained, return the completed forms to the Liquor License Unit of the Detroit  
    Police Department. 
  
5. The Liquor License Unit will notify the MLCC when (if) all applicable city departments have approved your location  
    and that the licensing request can proceed. 
  
6. If approved by the City of Detroit, the MLCC will send the necessary forms for you to continue the licensing process.

Warning!

The approval of the location by the City of Detroit is no guarantee that the Liquor Control Commission will issue a 
license. Do no invest any money or commit yourself in any binding agreement in the expectation of receiving a liquor 
license. The Commission also conducts an investigation which is separate from the City's approval of the location. The 
liquor license cannot be issued until formal approval by the Commission is given.

*There are no new SDD licenses available in the City of Detroit.
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